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VATICAN CITY  — Cardinal
Keith O’Brien, Britain’s highest-
ranking Catholic leader, said
today he wouldn’t take part in
the conclave to elect the next
pope after being accused of
improper conduct with priests
— an unprecedented first head
to roll in the mudslinging that
has followed Pope Benedict
XVI’s decision to resign.

Benedict accepted O’Brien’s
resignation as archbishop of St.
Andrews and Edinburgh — sub-
mitted back in November
because he is due to turn 75
next month, the normal retire-
ment age for bishops. But
simultaneously, O’Brien issued
a statement Monday saying he
would also skip the conclave
because he didn’t want to
become the focus of media
attention at such a delicate time
for the church.

O’Brien has said through his
spokesman that he is contesting
allegations made Sunday in a
British newspaper that three
priests and a former priest have
filed complaints to the Vatican
alleging that the cardinal acted
inappropriately with them. The
Observer newspaper did not
name the priests, but it said
their allegations date back to
the 1980s. There were no details
about the alleged inappropriate
behavior.

It was the first time that a
cardinal has said he was staying
away from a conclave because
of personal scandal, and comes
in the wake of a grass-roots
campaign to shame another
cardinal, retired Los Angeles
Cardinal Roger Mahony, into
refraining from participating
because of his role protecting

sexually abusive priests.
Mahony, however, has said

he will participate in the voting
for the new pope.

With O’Brien’s decision and
the illness of an Indonesian car-
dinal, there are expected to be
115 cardinals under age 80 who
are eligible to vote in the con-
clave.

Separately today, Benedict
changed the rules of the con-
clave, allowing cardinals to
move up the start date if all of
them arrive in Rome before the
usual 15-day waiting period
between the end of one pontifi-
cate and the start of the con-
clave. Benedict signed a legal
document, issued today, mak-
ing some changes to the 1996
Vatican law governing the elec-
tion of a new pope. It was one of
his last acts as pope before
resigning Thursday.

The date of the conclave’s
start is important because Holy
Week begins March 24 and
Easter Sunday is March 31. In
order to have a new pope in
place for the church’s most
solemn liturgical period, he
would need to be installed by
Sunday, March 17, a tight time-
frame if a conclave were to start
on March 15, as per the previ-
ous rules.

And in another development
Monday, Benedict decided that
the contents of a secret investi-
gation into the 2012 leaks of
Vatican documents won’t be

shared with the cardinals ahead
of the conclave. Benedict met
Monday with the three elderly
cardinals who conducted the
probe and decided that “the

acts of the investigation, known
only to himself, remain solely at
the disposition of the new
pope,” a Vatican statement said. 

Speculation has been rife in
the Italian media that the three
cardinals — Julian Herranz,
Jozef Tomko and Salvatore De
Giorgi — would be authorized
to share the information with
fellow cardinals before the con-
clave. That assumed the cardi-
nal electors would want to know
details about the state of dys-
function in the Vatican bureau-
cracy and on any potentially
compromised colleagues before
possibly voting one into office.

Benedict appointed the three
men last year to investigate the

origins of leaks of the pope’s
documents, and they had wide-
ranging powers to question car-
dinals. The leaked documents
revealed petty wrangling, cor-
ruption, cronyism and even
allegations of a gay plot at the
highest levels of the Catholic
Church.  The pope’s butler was
convicted of aggravated theft in
October for having stolen the
papers and given them to a
journalist who then published
them in a blockbuster book.

While the three cardinals can-
not share the full contents of
their investigation, it’s unclear if
they could give subtle hints
about potential papal candidates.

O’Brien’s decision to remain
home rather than participate in
the conclave made him the first
head to roll in the remarkable
two weeks since Benedict, 85,
stunned the world and
announced he was becoming the
first pope in 600 years to resign.
The pope said he simply didn’t
have the “strength of mind and
body” to carry on. 

The Vatican confirmed that
O’Brien had resigned as arch-
bishop of Saint Andrews and
Edinburgh but insisted that the
accusations against him had
nothing to do with his resigna-
tion. The Vatican said the pope
accepted the resignation on Feb.
18 under canon law due to
O’Brien’s age; he turns 75 on
March 17. The Vatican
spokesman, the Rev. Federico
Lombardi, refused to say whether
the allegations had any effect on
Benedict’s decision to accept
O’Brien’s resignation, saying
merely that Benedict was clear-
ing his tasks before retiring him-
self.

O’Brien said in a statement
that he is in “indifferent health”
and had offered his resignation
last November. 
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West Liberty-Salem High
School struck gold Saturday in
the Science Olympiad New
Albany Invitational.

The 10-member team took
first place out of 19 high school
teams.

Robot Arm team members
Matt Kauffman and Steve Bailey
placed first place in their event
and received recognition from
the U.S. Air Force, which
included a $500 prize for the
school.

Other WL-S high school
teams placed in their events as
follows:

• Boomilever, first place,
Anna Naderer and Maverick
Aldo;

• Elastic Launch Glider, first,
Matt Kauffman and Megan
Etgen;

• Gravity Vehicle, first, Anna
Naderer and Steven Bailey;

• Mag Lev, first, Matt
Kauffman and Megan Etgen;

• Materials Science, first,
Elizabeth Hance and Megan
Etgen;

• Experimental Design, sec-
ond, Elizabeth Hance, Miranda
Etgen and Maverick Aldo;

• Forensics, second, Megan
Etgen and Miranda Etgen; 

• Write It Do It, second,
Anna Naderer and Elizabeth
Hance;

• Rocks and Minerals, third,
Rebekkah Gresh; 

• Disease Detectives, fourth,
Kevin and Sam Olbrysh;

• Circuit Lab, fourth, Matt
Kauffman and Kevin Olbrysh; 

• Remote Sensing, fifth,
Elizabeth Hance and Anna
Naderer;

• Technical Problem Solving,
sixth, Matt Kauffman and Kevin
Olbrysh; 

• Thermodynamics, seventh,
Anna Naderer and Steven
Bailey;

See OLYMPIAD on Page 4
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CINCINNATI — Officers of
the Cincinnati Police

Department
report that a
Bellefontaine
man was
claimed
Sunday morn-
ing when he
was struck by a
car on north-

bound Interstate 71 near the
William Howard Taft Road
exit.

Police say Christopher
Walker, 21, was trying to walk
across the highway when a
northbound 2002 Oldsmobile
Intrigue hit him and then left
the scene about 2 a.m. Sunday.

He was pronounced dead at
the scene.

Officers have identified
Lauren Balint, 21, as the driver
of the vehicle. Criminal
charges are pending. Police
say the vehicle was located a
short time later. Charges are
pending.

Alcohol is considered as a
factor in the crash.

Police are continuing to
investigate the incident, and
ask anyone with information
to call the department’s traffic
unit at (513) 352-2514.

He was a 2010 graduate of
Bellefontaine High School,
where he was a member of the
school’s swimming, track and
cross country teams.

He was a third-year archi-
tecture student at University of
Cincinnati, according to the
university newspaper, The
News Record.

Arrangements are pending
at Jennings Farley Funeral
Home, West Liberty.
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For the third year in a row, county offi-
cials will be distributing recycling incentive
checks to host communities or organiza-
tions providing space to Logan County Solid
Waste Management District for local recy-
cling centers.

Along with Logan County
Commissioners, the solid waste district
begins making the rounds this week to pass
out  Community Recycling Incentive 

See RECYCLE on Page 4

Recycling data
A combined $14,309 will be paid out to recycling center hosts, as broken down

below:
• Village of Belle Center — $1,409, an increase of 6 percent;
• Ohio Hi-Point Career Center — $1,399, an increase of 14 percent;
• Village of DeGraff — $1,461, an increase of 13 percent;
• Perry Township — $1,003, an increase of 9 percent;
• Village of Huntsville — $1,156, an increase of 14 percent;
• Village of Lakview — $1.788, an increase of 2 percent;
• Zane Township — $744, an increase of 8 percent;
• Indian Lake Development Corporation — $1,114, a decrease of 4 percent;
• Village of Quincy — $645, an increase of 15 percent;
• Village of Rushsylvania — $625, an increase of 8 percent;
• Village of Russells Point — $1,070, an increase of 21 percent;
• Village of West Liberty — $1,291, an increase of 7 percent; and
• Village of West Mansfield — $890, an increase of 12 percent.

Hit-skip
crash on I-71
claims city
pedestrian
Charges pending
against driver
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Walking with a doc
Mary Rutan Hospital initiated its Healthy Habits focus Saturday with its first Walk With a Doc initiative at the Hilliker Y. Some 35 people of
all ages and abilities attended and walked the track after some strength and balance exercises led by Dr. Robert Anderson, right, orthope-
dic surgeon; and Dr. Grant Varian, MRH medical director. Complimentary blood pressure checks along with a healthy snack were offered
after the walk. The next walk begins at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 9, at the Y.
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Recycling pays
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UK Cardinal Keith O’Brien, shown Sept. 16, 2010, greeting Pope Benedict XVI in Edinburgh,
Scotland, today following allegations of misconduct. 

UK Cardinal skips conclave amid accusations

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
AP Chief Medical Writer

Pour on the olive oil, prefer-
ably over fish and vegetables.
One of the longest and most sci-
entific tests of a Mediterranean
diet suggests this style of eating
can cut the chance of suffering
heart-related problems, espe-

cially strokes, in older people at
high risk of them.

The study involved about
7,500 people in Spain. Half had
diabetes and most had high
blood pressure and cholesterol.
They were told to follow a low-
fat diet or a Mediterranean one
with extra olive oil or nuts. That
meant lots of fruit, fish, chicken,

beans, tomato sauce, salads and
wine.

After nearly five years, those
who ate Mediterranean-style
had a 30 percent lower risk of
major cardiovascular problems
compared to the low-fat group.

The results were released
today by the New England
Journal of Medicine.

Mediterranean-style diets found to cut heart risks
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